Sexual issues in social work
services users including sexual abuse victims and victims of offenders. Issues around sex and sexuality is a sensitive and somewhat taboo subject and this is discussed very effectively using real life case scenarios as examples.
The book includes discussions of current and historical trends in sexual behaviour, biological understandings of sex and sexuality, development of sex and sexuality, the knowledge of the legal framework to promote better sexual health among different service user groups and settings, government guidelines on sexual wellbeing and the implications of these factors for social workers.
In particular the authors look at the role of the social worker in developing sexual wellbeing and safety issues among children and young people. There is also a chapter on the role of the social worker in promoting the sexual wellbeing of adults in vulnerable situations. In short, this book provides clear and comprehensive coverage of current UK legislation and policies around issues of sex and sexuality. It is an excellent and unique source of reference for anyone working in any capacity within the health and social care field. The second part focuses on child and family social work, leading with a chapter on child poverty and including papers on child safeguarding, fostering and residential care. Part 3 includes chapters on working in different fields, including with older people and in learning disability and substance misuse services. (Unfortunately the paper on adult safeguarding wrongly attributes completion of the UK elder abuse prevalence survey to a charity, not the Kings College London and NatCen researchers who undertook it*). Part 4 considers social work and criminal justice, women offenders and electronic monitoring.
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A key strength of this book is its explicit recognition and explanation -throughout -of the legal and policy differences in social care and social work practice and education across the UK. This makes the book highly relevant to practitioners and students across the four nations. 
